	TECHNIQUE
	DEFINITION
	EFFECTIVENESS
	USES

	Fact
	A piece of information proven to be true.
	Writers use facts to support their point of view, creating the impression that they can objectively prove their argument. 

The writer thus seems educated and knowledgeable

The reader see that the writer has done research and thus is more inclined to 'trust' their opinion.

Writers should always name their source – this allows us to check if these 'facts' are genuine.

Readers should always ask themselves what 'facts' have deliberately been excluded. Writers may be biased and may deliberately exclude info which disproves their argument.  


	Information – report

Argument – article, speech

Persuasion – article, speech

	Statistic
	A fact expressed as a % 

or as a fraction.
	This gives an immediate sense of proportion – of how many people are effected. It simplifies the info for the reader.  


	As above.

	Expert reports


	Interview and then quote relevant experts on the topic you're writing about. 
	The reader presumes the 'expert' cannot be wrong, as this topic is their area of expertise, particularly if they have an impressive title like 'Dr'. (Never mind that they might be a Professor of TiddlyWinks!). 

Of course experts are often wrong or biased – read the book 'Bad Science' by Ben Goldacre for a full discussion. 


	Argument – article, speech.

Persuasion – advertising, article, speech.

	Scientific jargon
	Using specialist words and terminology not understood by the general public. 
	The reader generally feels impressed and possibly intimidated by big official sounding words.
	Argument – article, speech.

Persuasion – advertising, article, speech.

	Quotations
	A statement or saying created by someone else & repeated by the writer/speaker. 
	The writer shows that other educated individuals have discussed the same issue. Quotations usually capture a truth memorably and succinctly for the reader. They may illustrate a point the writer is making re-enforcing his/her argument.  
	Argument – article, speech.

Persuasion – article, speech.

Personal essay.

	Research
	To study a piece of information/person/topic
	Evidence of research includes facts & statistics, quotes from interviews, background information. 

Research reveals the writer's preparation, organizational skills and dedication to uncovering the truth. 

The reader feels reassured that the writer knows their topic.  


	Argument – article, speech

Persuasion – article, speech 

	Examples from news/culture
	Demonstrate the truth of a general statement by backing it up with specific examples.
	The writer again shows that they have specific reasons for having formed their opinion in the first place.

They appear well-read, knowledgeable and intelligent.

The reader is more inclined to respect their opinion (although they may not necessarily agree with it!). 


	Argument – article, speech 

Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay 

	Anecdotes (examples from personal experience)
	A short  & interesting or amusing story about a real incident or person. Often told in the first person (by you and about you) – 'this funny thing happened to me as a child...'


	Used to illustrate a point 

(e.g. children are so rude nowadays, the other day I asked a boy to carry my groceries & he spat at me and walked off) 

or to capture the emotional truth of an experience

(e.g.  Never underestimate the true impact of depression. When I see my father crumpled in a heap on the bed, still in his pajamas at 5pm, staring vacantly at the wall, my heart collapses inwards and I cannot breathe).

A really effective anecdote will provoke an emotional response in the reader – make them smile or laugh or sigh in recognition or cry or yelp with frustration. 

Thus the reader connects with the writer's experience, lives through it with them and emerges 'on their side' as it were.

On their own anecdotes are insufficient to prove your argument. For example, one rude boy is not sufficient proof that ALL children nowadays are rude. Without further proof/examples/research/facts, this becomes an example of faulty logic (you make a generalization about ALL children  based on one bad experience).  

    
	Persuasion – article, speech 

Personal essay

Diary entry

	Personal reflection
	The writer discusses their thoughts and feelings.
	The writer comes across as honest and sincere.

The reader feels warm and friendly towards the writer because they are being confided in so openly. Even though he/she doesn't KNOW the writer, they begin to feel like a friend, particularly if the writer's tone is very informal.

However, it's important the writer doesn't simply complain. If they identify problems they must also offer solutions. If they talk about a difficult time they must also identify the silver lining. Otherwise the writer risks being viewed as a whinger by the reader, who will (as a result) stop reading!  


	Persuasion – article, speech 

Personal essay

Diary entry



	Refute counter arguments
	The writer proves that the opposite point of view is flawed/incorrect. 
	The writer admits that others may not agree with him/her and sets out to explain why opposing opinions are untrue.

The writer shows bravery in tackling the counter arguments head-on, rather than burying his/her head in the sand and pretending there is no other way of looking at this issue.

Thus the reader admires the writer's honesty and intellectual ability to challenge opposing points of view.


	Argument – article, speech/debate

Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay

	Flattery & insults
	The writer praises those who agree & implies that those who disagree are stupid /deluded /foolish /uneducated
	If done subtly the reader may not be fully aware of it & thus may unconsciously find themselves agreeing with the writer.

This technique can be used to create humour and make the reader laugh (at the writer or the situation). 

However, if it is overdone, the writer may come across as unreasonable or extremist or unhinged!
	Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay

Diary entry

	Linking phrases
	Phrases used to transition from one idea to the next (or from one paragraph to the next).
	This creates coherence, building up a series of linked ideas or transitioning from one idea to the next, thereby creating a sense of flow in the piece of writing. The reader thus has no difficulty following the thread of the discussion and never feels any sense of disjointedness when reading. Without such flow the reader can feel 'jerked' about from idea to idea & might describe the writing as 'all over the place'.   


	Argument – article, speech

Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay

Critical analysis (Paper 2)

	Emphatic words 
	Words which suggest absolute certainty – yes, no, always, forever, never, ever, absolutely, completely, totally, definitely, all, every, the one, the only, nothing, everything, any.  
	These words create the impression that the writer has no doubt whatsoever in their own opinions. 

This confidence makes the reader more likely to agree.

By contrast writers who use words such as maybe, perhaps, possibly, it seems come across as unsure and hesitant, making the reader doubt their viewpoint and possibly even making the reader feel frustrated enough to stop reading.  


	Argument – article, speech/debate

Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay

Critical analysis (Paper 2)

	Evoke 'big' ideas
	God/truth/justice/right/wrong
	These words create the impression that the writer is morally justified in their opinions.


	As above.

	Repetition
	A word or phrase is deliberately used more than once. 
	To emphasise the importance of this idea – through repetition this phrase will lodge in the brain and thus becomes memorable for the reader. Think of the way the chorus of a song replays in your head even though you've only heard the song once or twice. 


	All forms of writing.

	Repetition of key words/phrases
	Anaphora = repeating words/phrases at the beginning of several neighbouring clauses/ sentences.

Epistrophe = repeating words/ phrases at the end of several neighbouring clauses / sentences.
	e.g. “We will not hesitate, we will not waver, we will not stop until this injustice is recognised and reversed”. 

The writer thus emphasises his/her determination through repetition. This also makes the phrase more memorable.

e.g. “In this recession, our Jimmy Choo shoes & our Lucy Lu hairdo's are gone. Our three foreign holidays are gone & our jobs & our children are gone & all of our old certainties are gone. But we are still us. And we are still here.”    

The writer emphasises our sense of loss and desolation through the repetition of the word 'gone'. This makes the passage more memorable and moving for the reader. 

The effect of this technique depends on the word/phrase used. Ask yourself what emotion/ atmosphere is suggested in the repeated word/phrase:

e.g. 'I cannot' suggests powerlessness

e.g. 'She never' suggests blame


	Argument – article, speech/debate

Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay

Critical analysis (Paper 2)

	Urgent references to time.
	Phrases/words such as 'now' 'the time has come' 'immediately' 'for a limited time only' 
	This makes the reader sit up and pay attention, as the writer makes us feel there is no time to lose. 
	Argument – article, speech/debate

Persuasion – article, speech



	Background  &/or historical info.
	The writer places their passage in context, filling in historical/background details.
	This gives the reader a greater understanding of the topic and also creates a sense that the writer has an in-depth knowledge of their topic. 
	Argument – article, speech/debate

Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay

Critical analysis (Paper 2)

	Rhetorical Q's
	The writer asks a question but does not expect an answer, 
	This gets the reader's attention, encouraging them to think about what the answer might be.  

Often the implied answer is obvious “Is the Pope Catholic?” and this creates humour through the use of sarcasm. 

Conversely, sometimes the reader feels challenged because the question seems impossible to answer e.g. “How could they stand by and do nothing?”


	Argument – article, speech/debate

Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay



	Lists
	A number of connected items written consecutively. 
	The reader feels bombarded with information and thus finds it difficult to disagree with or challenge the writer. They also feel overwhelmed by the sheer number of points being made by the writer/speaker.

eg. “We live in a country full of sheep and grass and rain and  guinness and laughter and warmth and love. And even though we are broke, there is no doubt, we are not broken”. 


	Argument – article, speech/debate

Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay

	Hyperbole
	Deliberate exaggeration
	Depending on the context, exaggeration can create drama, excitement, tension and/or humour.

e.g. “I thought I was going to die of embarrassment”

e.g. “This is the greatest scandal in the history of the state”

e.g. “His nose was the size of the Empire State building and his ego wasn't far behind either”


	Argument – article, speech/debate

Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay

Short stories

	Humour / wit / sarcasm
	Appears in many forms. What we find funny is a very subjective individual thing.
	If the writer can make us laugh they have us on side almost immediately. The ability to laugh at yourself is particularly endearing & effective. See discussion on comedy HERE. 


	All forms of writing.

	Plant and pay-off
	You mention an idea near the beginning then return to it at a later point. 
	This technique is widely used in stand-up comedy. 

The reader/listener feels surprised and amused when you return to an idea that seemed insignificant at first. 

This creates the impression that the writer is intelligent and has planned their speech/article carefully. 


	All forms of writing. 

	Connect to audience
	Various techniques are possible. Drawing on shared experiences is one. Another chooses collective pronouns  we/us/our rather than I/mine/you/yours.   
	The writer creates the impression that 'we're all in this together'  rather than a them v's us dynamic. The writer aims to make the reader feel involved, recognised & appreciated.   
	All forms of writing.

	Varied sentence length
	A mixture of long complex sentences and short simple ones are used.
	Creates variety for the reader. A short simple sentence following a long convoluted one stands out & is memorable. 

e.g. “Despite repeated international assurances that nuclear power is a safe, reliable and renewable energy source, we have seen repeated incidents in Three Mile Island, Chernobyl and most recently Japan. Nuclear power is dangerous. It's high time we admitted the truth.” 

   
	All forms of writing.

	Details
	Ensure you haven't forgotten any details. Use the journalist checklist – Who? What? Where? When? How? Why?
	Creates a complete picture for the reader. The reader feels the writer knows all there is to know about the topic.
	Argument – article, speech/debate

Persuasion – article, speech

Personal essay



	Tone – language register. 
	Tone can range from extremely informal (including curse words & slang) to extremely formal (including specialist terminology) depending on the audience & context.  
	This is most noticable when a person uses an inappropriate tone. For example, if you were making a speech the audience would be shocked if you cursed. If you were talking to a friend they would be surprised to hear you say “unfortunately circumstances dictate that I cannot attend your dinner party on the specified date”.  Every writer aims to use a tone which suits the occasion and task at hand.


	All forms of writing.

	Colloquial language / dialect
	Colloquialisms = words/phrases used in everyday conversation. Dialect = language used in a specific region or by a particular social class. 
	These create an informal tone and evoke the sayings / character / atmosphere of a place or group of people bringing it to life for the reader. 
	Personal essay.

Diary entry.

Short story.

	Emotive language / sensationalism
	Dramatic words/phrases are used and melodramatic aspects are emphasised.
	Focus on controversial 'sex, drugs and rock n roll' type stories, excessive violence and scandals such as political corruption, assassinations, child abuse, rape, prostitution etc... all tend to sell more magazines/newspapers. 

There tends to be little regard for the truth. 

The effect is that it grabs the reader's attention and often provokes a horrified or sympathetic response.  


	Persuasion – newspaper & magazine articles.

	Catharsis
	The reader/audience experiences strong emotions in a safe environment & thus purges them, cleansing the soul. 
	If the writer makes the reader feel strongly – even negative emotions such as fear or sadness -  the reader emerges from the experience feeling moved and cleansed. This is why people like horror movies or violent video games or tragedies. They can experience adrenaline-inducing events safely and without consequences. Sometimes we recognise our experiences or suffering in a dramatic piece of writing and this allows us to cleanse our own pain whilst being reminded that we are not alone – others have experienced similar events/loss/suffering/fear.     
	All forms of writing. 

	Ambiguity
	Words/sentences are open to interpretation and have more than one possible meaning.
	Writers use ambiguity to point out that our feelings, experiences and words are complex. For example, I might express my love/hate relationship with chocolate as follows “my traitorous mouth savoured the smooth warmth of the melting velvet even as my thighs shouted stop”.  

Here I capture my ambiguous attitude towards chocolate.  


	All forms of writing.

	Paradox
	A contradictory statement which on further analysis turns out to express a complex truth. 
	One of the most famous examples comes from Yeats' description of the Easter 1916 Rising “a terrible beauty is born”. At first glance we wonder how something can be simultaneously terrible and beautiful. However when we look more closely we realise that their motivation was a beautiful thing – they wished to free their country from foreign rule; yet their tactics (violence) were terrible as they caused so much pain, suffering and death. Thus he captures the complexity of his response to the martyrs in this paradox. 
	All forms of writing.

	Contrast
	Place opposites side by side .
	The effect is that you emphasise the difference between the two things and simultaneously highlight the unique characteristics of each. 

For example if my friend who is 5 foot nothing walks down the street with her basketball playing boyfriend the height difference is the first thing you notice. 

Furthermore she seems really short and he seems really tall. However if he was playing basketball with his friends you might not focus as much on how tall he was because he'd be surrounded by other tall people so this aspect wouldn't stand out as much. 


	All forms of writing.

	Vivid imagery
	Writer creates a clear picture using words. 
	The reader can see what is being described in their mind's eye & is thus drawn into the experience being described. 


	All forms of writing.

	Verbs
	An action word
	All sentences contain at least one verb. The verb the writer chooses can make the writing more descriptive.

Look at these examples – which creates a more vivid image?

e.g. “He went down the driveway and ran over to the dog who was lying on the ground”

OR

“He raced down the driveway and skidded to a stop beside the dog who lay grunting in pain on the ground”

A good writer carefully chooses the most specific verb available. The effect is that we have an accurate and vivid description of what exactly is happening.


	All forms of writing.

	Nouns
	The name of a person, place or thing. 
	The more specific the noun the better – e.g instead of “she got into a car” write “she climbed into her Ford Cortina”. 

Proper nouns (placenames, brand names, people's names) make the writing more believable because giving someone a name makes them seem more real. 

Think of Kavanagh's poetry – he is on Raglan Road, then Grafton Street, then “a quiet street where old ghosts meet”.  

As the love fades so do the memories of where exactly they were. 
	All forms of writing.

	Adjectives
	Words which describe the noun thus giving you more information. 
	e.g. “A heavy low grey cloud loomed on the horizon”

Here the cloud is the noun being described and we have 3 adjectives which give us more info – heavy, low and grey. 

The effect is that we have a more detailed description of the thing being described and thus can picture it more easily.
	All forms of writing.

	Adverbs
	Words which describe the verb.
	e.g. “the cloud burst suddenly & freezing raindrops immediately soaked through my flimsy nightdress”. 

Here the verbs are 'burst' and 'soaked' and the adverbs describing how these actions happened are 'suddenly' and 'immediately'. In English adverbs often end in 'ly'. 

The effect is that we have a more detailed description of how the action occurred and thus can picture it more easily. 
	

	Simile
	To compare two things using the word 'like' or the word 'as'
	A really impressive simile draws an unexpected connection between two things and helps us to see the thing being described in a new light. 

e.g. “Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee”.

This is considered a brilliant comparison. Muhammad Ali asks the reader to consider boxing as a sport that requires agility, speed, precision and a lightness of foot. Traditionally people viewed boxing as a violent aggressive lumbering sport but this simile asks us to view it in a new light.

Similes can be ironic or sarcastic

e.g. “as subtle as a sledgehammer”

       “as elegant as a dead cat”

All writers should avoid cliches – phrases that have been used so often they are now part of everyday speech.

e.g. “as blind as a bat” “as black as coal” 

       “as gay as Christmas” “sweet like chocolate”
	All forms of writing 

(particularly descriptive & poetic).

	Metaphor
	Make a direct comparison. Say something IS something else (even though it couldn't possibly be).
	Like similes, metaphors draw an unexpected connection between two things and helps us to see them in a new way.

e.g. “Her face was a knotted tree-trunk of misery”

       “The world is now nothing more than a giant ball of  

         used chewing gum”

All writers should avoid cliched metaphors – ones that have been used so often they are now part of everyday speech.

e.g. “they broke the ice” “she's an angel” 

       “take the bull by the horns”


	All forms of writing

(particularly descriptive & poetic)

	Evoke all 5 senses
	Sight, sound, smell, 

taste, touch.
	This gives the reader a fuller experience in their imagination because in real life we experience the world through all 5 senses. Look at the following example:

“the church bells chimed loudly to remind us that life would continue on as normal, but the foul taste of smoke in my mouth and the rancid smell of burning flesh suggested otherwise. I winced as the nurse wound a bandage around my mangled leg, the open wound throbbing at her gentle touch”.  


	Descriptive writing.

Personal essay.

Short story.

Diary entry.

	Symbolism
	A word/object has a deeper meaning and comes to represent something above and beyond its dictionary definition. 
	The heart is a muscle that pumps blood around the body but it is also a symbol of love.

A square with the letter L written in it is a symbol for learner driver.

A beautiful house filled with dirty dishes and grime could symbolise a character's depression.

A storm symbolise a character's troubled mind (King Lear).

 
	All forms of writing.

	Personification
	Describing an object as though it is alive – ascribing it human qualities, features & emotions.
	This is effective because it makes the writing buzz with life. It makes the world more alive than it actually is in real life. 

Imagine if you walked into a room, sat down on a chair and the chair said “hey, that hurt! Man, you need to lose weight”. The world would be a more dramatic, lively (annoying) place. A good way to remember personification is to think of the objects that come to life in “Beauty & the Beast”.


	Descriptive writing.

Personal essay.

Short story.

Diary entry.

	Onomatopoeia
	Words which sound like the noise they describe.
	Hearing the same sound that the writer heard in that moment brings the description to life for the reader.

Examples of onomatopoeia include 

babble, beep, boom, buzz, chirp, clang, crackle, cuckoo, ding-dong, fizz, groan, growl, gulp, gurgle, hiccup, hiss, honk, howl, meow, moan, mumble, plop, purr, puff, quack, rattle, rip, rustle, scream, sigh, splash, thump, tick-tock, vroom, whack, whisper, yawn, zip, zoom.   


	Descriptive writing.

Personal essay.

Short story.

Diary entry.

	Alliteration
	Repetition of a letter at the beginning of a series of words. 
	This attracts the ear and the eye. 

The effect depends on the letter used. 

For example 's' is a soft letter & can create a calm atmosphere “the silence surged softly backward”.

However, it also creates a hiss, so used elsewhere it creates an angry mood “she shouldn't have spoken so snidely”. 

The letters 'b' and 'p' are explosive consonants – they pop off your lips when you say them. Say the following example out loud and you'll hear the effect “Betty bought a bit of butter but the bit of butter Betty bought was bitter, so Betty bought a better bit of butter to make the bitter butter better”. These letters create excitement or urgency.

 
	All forms of writing.

	Assonance
	Repetition of similar vowel sounds. 
	Long vowel sounds create a slow rhythm 

e.g. “I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore” (Yeats)

Short vowel sounds create a clipped staccato rhythm

e.g. “If you bit that sick twisted shit he'd hit you right back”. 


	All forms of writing 

(primarily poetry).

	Rhythm
	The speed of a sentence. This is controlled by the number of beats/syllables in each word, the use of assonance and by where the stress falls in each word. 
	A fast rhythm can suggest excitement, danger or anger.

A slow rhythm can suggest relaxation, sadness or disappointment. 

The effect depends on the words used and the context.


	All forms of writing.

	Rhyme
	Words which sound the same or similar.
	Rhyme grabs our attention because of its musical qualities. End rhyme = words at end of each sentence which rhyme.

Internal rhyme = words randomly scattered throughout which rhyme. Half-rhyme = words which 'sort of' rhyme. 
	All forms of writing. 

	Tension / Suspense
	The reader feels tense, excited or anxious, uncertain about what may happen.
	There are many ways of creating suspense but the overall effect is the same – the reader is eager to read on to find out what happens. 

How does a writer create suspense?

· Moment by moment description, so  the reader experiences the event being described in real time.

· By holding back information so that the reader feels curious to 'fill in the blanks' in their knowledge. 

· Foreshadowing – implying that something bad may be about to happen without specifying what.


	Descriptive writing.

Personal essay.

Short story.

Diary entry.

	Flashback
	Describe a past event, often as a memory, then return to the story at hand.
	This fills in background details about a character/situation and fleshes out our knowledge of them. 
	Descriptive writing.

Personal essay.

Short story.

Diary entry.



	Flashforward
	Describe a future event, often as a psychic prediction, then return to the story at hand.  
	This fills us with curiosity, impatience and possibly foreboding. 
	Descriptive writing.

Personal essay.

Short story.


